FELLOWSHIP OF  LEARNING

service of civilisation. While, however, so many proposals and
plans are being put forward for what is called the post-war
reconstruction of the world, we have as yet heard little of
proposals for restoring the old intellectual ties and drawing
together leaders of thought from different countries with a
view to reasserting the fundamental relationship between
man and man and creating by their concerted effort a healthy
atmosphere for world peace and co-operation. Statesmen
and scholars have lavishly poured forth honeyed* words pre-
saging a new era of international good-will. But the world is
eager to see internationalism in action and for that it looks
to the thinkers and teachers of the world on whom more than
on any other class of society the duty of restoring and foster-
ing the spirit of internationalism lies.
Twenty-five years ago, the League of Nations embarked
on what was then regarded as an epoch-making effort to
strengthen the intellectual relations of the nations of the
world. Through its International Committee on Intellect-
ual Co-operation and the elaborate organisation set up by it
the League brought together men of eminence in various
fields of intellectual life, provided facilities to them to under-
stand one another and helped them with expert advice to
study and to throw fresh light on matters of common interest
such as the formation of an international Universities
Association, co-ordination of institutions for scientific study
of international relations, development of popular arts,
schemes for historical and scientific publications, institution of
international scholarships and interchange of professors and
students.
The upheaval of 1914-18 had brought much privation to
the intellectuals in many parts of Europe. A large number
of them had lost their appointments which ensured them a
reasonable degree of competence and comfort. To ameliorate
their condition was at the outset the principal concern of the
League's Committee, Attention was therefore concentrat-
ed for some time on the material basis of intellectual life,
Investigations were set on foot concerning matters such as
the pay and status of teachers and other intellectual workers,
the copyright of authors, co-ordination of libraries, loan of
manuscripts and museum exhibits, facilities for reference and